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The Profligate Press. 


The extreme of unscrupulous sensationalism 
to which “yellow journalism” seems of late 
approaching, encouraged by the multitudinous 
patronage—“‘like priest, like people”—that 
would have it so, has become the occasion of 
arousing some more healthful minds to seek a 
counter movement in the interest of a purer, 
a wholesome, and a truthful newspaper litera- 
ture. 
We were not about to include as a part of 
this movement, though perhaps it uncon- 
sciously is,—the approaching experiment of 
Charles M. Sheldon, author of “In His Steps,” 
deeming it to be a passing curiosity, rather 
than a true experiment in demonstrating the 
claim of Christianity on the daily press. Most 
of our readers are doubtless aware that the 
owners of the Topeka Daily Capital have de- 
cided to place for one week its plant and the 
entire editorial and business control of the 
paper in the hands of that writer, “that he 
may exemplify his idea as to what a Christian 
daily newspaper ought to be.” For six days, 
commencing with Third Month 13th, “Dr. 
Sheldon will be absolute director of The Capi- 
tal; unhampered he will ‘dictate its policy, 
edit its news columns, control its advertising.’ 
It is expected that the experiment may have 
far reaching influence upon the press.” 

The apparition of such daily paper, however 
Christianly conducted, will itself be a sensa- 
tion as a six days’ wonder, rather than a valid 
experiment; which, to be normal, should run a 
course of years “through evil report and good 
report, as deceivers and yet true, as chastened 
and not killed,” before it can make full proof 
of its ministry. But still the attempt has its 
value. The very prospect of it has doubtless 
had a righteous effect in causing a nation 
somewhat to pause and consider the mental 
and moral blight which a libertine press, cater- 
ing to vitiated tastes by vitiating them, minis- 





ters to the character of the nation. Accord- 
ingly the step which the Topeka Capital is 
taking, though but a single one, yet in the wide 
echo which its sound awakens, shows that the 
key-note of a far-reaching protest has been 
touched. “I am anxious,” says C. M. Sheldon, 
“to prove to the world that a daily newspaper 
can be run on Christian lines, and succeed 
without catering to the morbid curiosity of the 
baser instincts. I propose to inspect all mat- 
ter that goes into the paper during the week, 
and subject it to the general test, ‘ What would 
Jesus do?’” 

Rightly to answer such a question, infer- 
ences from an historical retrospect of what 
Jesus did “in the days of his flesh” will not 
suffice. It requires in the devout seeker the 
mind of Christ, the witness of his Spirit to 
apply the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus to the incidents of the day as they arise. 
All depends on what state and anointing im- 
bues the mind and heart that stands before 
the people as the practical interpreter of 
Jesus. But we are glad to see that editor’s 
mind and concern turned in such a direction, 
and hope that over and above the human im- 
perfection his faithfulness will be owned as a 
testimony for good. 

Sheldon’s sheet, so briefly tossed into the 
breeze, may serve as a straw in the wind which 
“bloweth where it listeth” to prove its direc- 
tion. It appears as a motion in a movement 
which has been exercising thoughtful minds in 
influential quarters eastward also. But it is 
likewise interesting to note how long ago that 
same wind was whispering his still, small voice 
in the ears of one of our own religious Society. 
Contemporary with the lifetime hitherto of our 
present periodical, THE FRIEND,— now exceed- 
ing threescore and ten years,—there has stood 
on paper the following writing of Jonathan 
Dymond, in his valuable treatise on Christian 
Morality, describing from a standpoint which 
Friends would continue to own to-day, the true 
function and service of a newspaper:— 


In this country the periodical press is a power- 
ful engine for evil or for good. The influence of 
the contents of one number of a newspaper may be 
small, but it is perpetually recurring. The editor 
of a journal of which no more than a thousand 
copies are circulated in a week, and each of which 
is read by half a dozen persons, undertakes in a 
year a part of the moral guidance of thirty thous- 
and individuals. Of some daily papers the number 
of readers is so great, that in the course of twelve 
months they may influence the opinions and the 


conduct of six or eight millions of men. To say 
nothing, therefore, of editors who intentionally mis- 
lead and vitiate the public, and remembering with 
what carelessness respecting the moral tendency of 
articles a newspaper is filled, it may safely be con- 
cluded that some creditable editors do harm in the 
world to an extent in comparison with which rob- 
beries and treasons are as nothing. 

It is not easy to imagine the sum of advantages 
which would result if the periodical press not only 
excluded that which does harm, but preferred that 
which does good. Not that grave moralities, not, 
especially, that religious disquisitions are to be de- 
sired; but that every reader should see and feel 
that the editor maintained an allegiance to virtue 
and to truth. There is hardly any class of topics 
in which this allegiance may not be manifested, 
and manifested without any incongruous associa- 
tions. You may relate the common occurrences of 
the day in such a manner as to do either good or 
evil. The trial of a thief, the particulars of a con- 
flagration, the death of a statesman, the criticism 
of a debate, and a hundred other matters, may be 
recorded so as to exercise a moral influence over 
the reader for the better or the worse. That the 
influence is frequently for the worse needs no proof ; 
and it is so much the less defensible because it may 
be changed to the contrary without a word, di- 
rectly, respecting morals or religion. 

However, newspapers do much more good than 
harm, especially in politics. They are in this coun- 
try one of the most vigorous and beneficial instru- 
ments of political advantage. They effect incal- 
culable benefit both in checking the statesman who 
would abuse power, and in so influencing the public 
opinion as to prepare it for, and therefore to ren- 
der necessary, an amelioration of political and civil 
institutions. The great desideratum is enlargement 
of views and purity of principle. We want in edi- 
torial labors less of partisanship, less of petty 
squabbles about the worthless discussions of the 
day; we want more of the philosophy of politics, 
more of that grasping which can send a reader’s 
reflections from facts to principles. The disjointed 
fragments of political intelligence ought to be con- 
nected by a sort of enlightened running commen- 
tary. There is talent enough embarked in some of 
these; but the talent too commonly expends itself 
upon subjects and in speculations which are of 
little interest beyond the present week. 


Substantially on these lines, as we are verb- 
ally informed, certain wealthy parties of high 
character in the city of New York are contem- 
plating to combine in endowing a daily news- 
paper,—to make its financial foundation so 
strong that it can even dispense with adver- 
tisements, and be at the mercy of no perverted 
tastes in subscribers for support; a paper con- 
sistent with the progress of a truly Christian 
civilization. Such a paper, conducted not for 






















258 THE FRIEND. Third Mo. 3, 1900 














































































































gain but for the righteousness which exalts a|shall not return unto me void, but shall ac- | promise to many and the certainty of disap. al 
: : ’ : + and j ' pointment to many more.” J.C. M 

nation, and thoroughly to be relied on in all | complish that whereunto I sent it,” and it can  P coe . el 

departments of information, must ultimately | be truly said of such as these, as it could of : : s th 

meet a wide response, and serve to elevate the | our late valued, aged Friend, that the world Information Concerning the Doukhobortsi, th 

standard of other journals, as these in their | was better because of their example. oe — — aren - 

downward turn are influencing a degeneracy M.C. J. | the following statement concerning the Douk. 


hobortsi. The Winter in Assiniboia has been ou 
for the most part unusually open, the last fo 
letter however from the Immigration Agent at in 
Yorkton reports a period of ten days with the wi 
mercury from 25 to 30 degrees below zero, but A 
adding ‘‘the Doukhobortsi do not find it as cold of 
asin Russia.” This corroborates the statement an 
of Ivan Marchukoff, who might be called the sti 
Patriarch of the Doukbortsi in America, when re 
he said the climate of Canada did not differ very of 
much from that in the Trans-Caucasus from ret 
where they came. th 


even of the magazine literature. Other highly 
conscientious dailies heretofore attempted, be- 
ing dependent on their subscription lists for 
maintenance, have had to retire from the field. 

‘Cannot an application of these considerations 
be made to the case of this periodical, THE 
FRIEND? Its management has thus far pre- 
ferred to keep clear of advertisements as 
means of making its price lower. It would, if 
it could, stand independent of its subscription 


The Doukhobor Exiles in Siberia. 


The London Friend publishes the following: 
Friends who have been interested in the emi- 
gration of the Doukhobors to Canada, will like 
to know that an effort has been made to obtain 
the release of those who were exiled to Siberia 
—about 110 in number—before the emigration 
was permitted. A memorial to the Tsar, pray- 
ing for their liberation, was adopted by the 
Meeting for Sufferings, and was taken to St. 
Petersburg by two Friends who hoped to make 


list in its mission for the fundamental princi-| a personal presentation of it. They were un- J. S. eae a been requested oo . 
ples of our religious Society, and for its supply | able to obtain access to the Emperor, but they | S°me oe ? te gr sai haa camanenae the fo 
of improving reading for the families of Friends. | 84W some of the ministers, to whom they were a of one Che ae ee aan anion was ha 
Substantially endowed, it could be in an im-|Teferred. Though no intimation was given that | Fe fog and shelter by a Rancher, gives the | th 
eee ; the prayer of the memorial would be acceded | 1484 100d and shelter by a hancher, gives h 
proved position in its own proper line to serve to, the deputation entertains the hope that result of an official investigation in his reply ag ¢ 


follows:—“ Regarding the account of two Douk- be 
hobors having perished with cold and hunger, in 
only one succumbed, he being an old man of ex 
eixty-three years, who left his village with am wt 
other young man to look for some timber not bo 
intending to be long away expecting to retum an 
by noon. They got lost on the prairie and wan Al 
dered all day and late in the evening came tos ow 
Rancher who refused them shelter, I am sorry lat 
to say, and turned them off in the dark; they ge 
wandered all night and not having any food the ne 
old man perished from cold and hunger, the oa 
young man had to leave him out on the prairie the 
and try to find home; at last he came in sight vee 
of their own village completely done out, re 
ported the matter and the rest of them turned wh 
out and with some English settlers found the wa 
old man cold in death. As soon as the matter § 4 
was made known to me I put the matter in the th 
Police hands and after investigating the affair § °! 
found out who this inhuman man was reported the 
to be, but the Doukhobors would not hearof § 
any proceedings being taken against the mam} br 
they said they would pray for him and maybe = 
God would open his heart and he would be sorry It 
for what he had done. I sent the Doctor ot § ™ 
to see the young man as it was reported he was 
in bad shape, he however seemed to be getting 
over it.” Agent Crerar also reported the at- 
rival of two carloads of various articles from the 
women of Toronto and Montreal, probably instig- 
ated by M. Fitz-Gibbons who visited the Douk 
hobortsi last summer and is a niece of one of the 


the church, comparable to that of an endowed 


their efforts will not have been altogether in 
New York daily in its service for the public good. 


vain, and that the exiles may yet be permitted 
to join their friends in Canada. 


Vegetation in the Klondike. 


Angelo Heilprin, in the Popular Science 
Monthly, writes of flowers and vegetables in 
the Klondike region as follows:—“The earlier 
conceptions of the extreme severity of the 
climate of the Yukon Valley forbade the hope 
of agricultural possibilities, but a more inti- 
mate knowledge of the conditions prevailing 
in the Summer time—a season of four to five 
months duration, with daylight and day heat 
protracted far into the normal hours of night 
—and a comparison of those conditions with 
somewhat similar conditions have given a hope 
not alone of a possibility, but of a probability, 
and there are few to-day who doubt that agri- 
culture may not be practised with at least a 
legitimate amount of success in many parts of 
the Yukon basin. . . . Cabbages, turnips, 
peas, radishes, lettuce and beans are now rais- 
ed to perfection in favored spots. . . . 
and a good promise is also held out for the 
potato. . . . About two miles from Daw- 
son, oats and barley sown (Fourth Month) 26th 
and (Fifth Month) 22nd respectively, 1899, 
were grown to beautiful heads and harvested 
in the middle of (Eighth Month). Radishes 
sown on (Fourth Month) 24th, were collected 
on (Fifth Month) 20th, and string beans, whose 
seed was scattered on (Fifth Month) 26th, 
were collected on (Eighth Month) lst. Other 
successful crops were those of beets, onions 
and spinach. 

“The exquisite beauty of the flower garden in 
this spot rivets the attention of all passers by, 
and few there are who do not for a moment 
lay aside their packs to enjoy the feast of 
color that is presented to them. Poppies of 
the size and brilliance of those which adorn 
the fields about Naples, chrysanthemums, gor- 
geous dahlias, pansies, the corn flower, mig- 
nonette, and centaurea are part of the outside 
bloom, to which Nature “beyond the fence” 





AN ENSAMPLE TO THE FLOCK. 

In considering the career of our late valued 
friend William Kite, especially that portion of 
his life so usefully spent as Librarian of the 
Friends’ Free Library at Germantown, it has 
occurred to me that nowhere did he more ef- 
fectually preach than among the many youthful 
patrons of that Institution. And even now, 
when we no more see him moving around 
amongst us, does the example he has left us 
call loudly, especially to the young, for more 
dedication. If the young people would dedi- 
cate themselves and their talents to the Master, 
judges would truly be raised up at the first 
and counsellors as at the beginning; and while 
all are not called to minister in the great con- 
gregation, there is an immense field to be oc- 
cupied by dedicated workers. Many now-a- 
days, like Ahimaaz of old, are ready, aye anx- 
ious to carry tidings, but because they have 
no message given them can bring only an 
empty report of a tumult, although like Ahi- 
maaz, they may be reputed good. Dear young 
people, the Master has need of you, and if you 
are willing to dedicate your all to Him, wait- 
ing for Him to fit and fashion you according to 
his will, you will, if faithful, become instru- 
ments in his hand for the promotion of truth 
and righteousness. Whether it be the five 
talents of the trained intellect or whether it be 
only the one talent of the patient and obscure 
sufferer, if these be dedicated, consecrated, 
made fit for the Master’s use, He will bring 
forth the increase. The church and the world 
are in need of workers—not working in their 
own way, or in their own time, or along lines 
of their own choosing—but dedicated workers 

willing to wait, as the disciples were bidden, has fittingly added the wild rose, anemone 
until endued with power from on high, and! fireweed and forget-me-not. Such is the as- 


with such there will be a more ample realiza-| pect of the region which to-day illumines the 
tion of the ancient prophecy “that my word! far North, and carries with itself a hopeful 


au 
of 
litt 
gr 
late Premiers. The articles which she has pub | 
lished are very stirring and show her to be . 
enthusiastic in her work for their relief. Sup ' 
plies have also been forwarded from othet a 
quarters but with all hardly sufficient for theit om 
needs. They are not exempt from the hardships Qu 
incident to the settlement of a new country. 
Companies of men have from time to time 
gone forth to work on the railroads in the die 
tance under contract, it apparently being thelr 
chief source of income, and what has beet 
saved from their wages has no doybt tended 
towards the comfort of their families. They 
have generally been accredited as faithful 
laborers and efficient, when possessing a cof 
rect understanding as to what was expected 
them, although under some disadvantage from 
lack of knowledge of the English language # 
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also subject to imposition from exorbitant | We would not accept their laws and for that 
charges for provisions. The remuneration for | they beat us and took our cattle, and our goods 
their labor might not be considered unfair, yet | away and through that we are in need.” 
there are severities, as exposuresfrom coldand| In another letter the writer says:— “Again 
working in wet ground, that will make it a very | we have a petition to you, some of us have a 
acceptable change when they can be advantage- | little flour but there are some of us who have 
ously employed on the Reservations assigned | nothing at all. I will give you their names. 
for their allotment where they can be engaged}. . . . We have not even got our daily 
in occupation with their families, to bring about | bread, we feel bad to ask from other people, 
which, they must first have means to start with. | but our great need compels us to stretch out 
A Russian physician, four nurses and four men | our hand. So we turn to you with tears, if you 
of influence who could all speak both Russian | have any .means to help us, do it as quick as 
and English and who crossed the ocean and | possible for which we will continually bless you. 
staid for a time with the Doukhobortsi have | This terrible persecution has made us so poor.” 
returned to Europe thus reducing the number} Prior to the receipt of these calls the Com- 
of those who could interpret, translate and cor- | missioner of Immigration had been authorized 
respond with their distant friends and leaving | to expend one thousand dollars for food which 
the Colonists and those in America who have | he informed us of his intentions to send into 
become interested in thein more upon their own | the district from which these appeals came. 
resources. Occasionally however, a Russian is | Letters have been written to the authors of the 
found who can speak both languages and who | above extracts, to inform them of the appro- 
has been either in exile or feels such a sympa- | priation and requesting them tostate whether 
thetic interest in the Doukhobortsi that the | their needs have been supplied, as an additional 
channel of intercourse can to a limited extent | effort and precaution in meeting the emergency; 
be still kept open. Some of those who came | whilst it was supposed that official information 
in the last company from Russia, not having | of distress would be centred with the heads of 
experienced such severe persecution as those | the Immigration Department through agents 
who preceded them, being from another neigh- | and in the office of the Controller of the Mounted 
borhood, were supposed to have more means on | Police of the North West territory whose duty 
arrival in this country. Settling in Prince | it is to patrol their district and report the con- 
Albert district they made purchases on their | dition of the people. 
own account. They were however located too} The Deputy Minister has been informed of 
late for planting and there has been some delay in | the cry of distress from Saskatchewan in Prince 
getting supplies in consequence of the sick-| Albert district and the suggestion made that 
ness of the Immigration Commissioner and other | telegraphical instruction be given that immedi- 
causes that were unavoidable, and for a time | ate relief be obtained from the nearest point 
the Saskatchewan River was impassable for | of supply and he could draw on the Treasurer 
teams. of the Committee for Meeting for Sufferings of 
Touching appeals have now reached us from | Philadelphia for one thousand dollars which 
which the following extracts are taken:— “1 | was to be considered as an addition to all other 
want you to be merciful and not let our petition | trusts. Authority has been given for the pur- 
pass by to help our needs. When we came to | chase of wool to the amount of twelve hundred 
the settlement it was very difficult for us to | dollars, which with what has been previously 
earn some money for bread for our families, for | granted from the funds of our Committee and 
that reason it is necessary for us to address | from other sources will give material for cloth- 
you; will you be so kind as to send us some] ing to be worked up on their spinning wheels 
for our village? In our village there | and looms that have been delivered or supposed 
are very poor people. We have notenough food. | tobe ontheway. These with what they brought 
It is very difficult for us to go on this winter, | from Russia make about two hundred and fifty 
but in the spring, with the assistance of God spinning wheels for them. One thousand dollars 
we will earn some money. We pray you tell our| was appropriated for seed potatoes and five 
friends and send us help.” hundred dollars for garden seeds, leaving the 
The same Doukhobor again writes:— “‘ Last | field seeds to be provided otherwise. 
autumn we prepared ourselves with two bags| As notice has been somewhat widely spread 
of flour for each soul, but just now we have | of the need of grain for seed, it is hoped that 
little left.. It is very hard for us, we have no|a response will be given thereto from sympa- 
gruppa, (meaning oats, barley, &c.,) neither | thizers in Canada and elsewhere. The Com- 
potatoes, oil nor butter. Our children are | mittee of the Meeting for Sufferings have been 
getting sick but we have nothing to nourish | earnest in their endeavors not only in soliciting 
them with. We have neither milk nor eggs | contributions, but in making judicious expendi- 
hor can we get it. We have received some|ture of the funds entrusted to them, giving 
sugar and wool from our dear brothers the | preference to the nearest markets without sac- 
Quakers. May the Lord bless them and give them | rificing economy, and in avoiding as much as 
long life in this world for their goodness to our | practicable all delay and cost of extra freight- 
people. They are good people because they do|ing. But with the great extent of railroad 
not leave us without help, they have helped us | travel and the distance of the settlements from 
omg strangers. A sick man Ivan Minanichan | railroad stations, together with the necessary 
been imprisoned and has suffered four years | correspondence with the proper parties, the 
persecution in Russia. His children are small | work of distribution of supplies requires watch- 
and he has no money.” fulness, patience and perseverance. Most of 
Another writes:— “We are in great, very| the correspondence must necessarily be con- 
great need, not only in clothing, but in daily | ducted with those to whom supplies are con- 
bread. We have suffered for Christian prin-| signed and who have the oversight of their 
ciples. The Lord tells us we must be brothers, being forwarded and distributed. 
but they say a brother must kill a brother.| Addresses have been prepared at different 


times in response to those drawn up by repre- 
sentatives of the Doukhobortsi addressed to 
Philadelphia Friends, in addition to the inter- 
preters who travelled with the parties that 
visited among the villages. There are in diff- 
erent locations interested individuals through 
whom much information has been furnished and 
in whose hands some funds have been placed to 
be used at their discretion for the sick and dis- 
tressed. One lives in Winnipeg, who took quite 
an interest in teaching the children of those who 
were detained on their first arrival at that city, 
and she has since kept a watchful eye over the 
Doukhobortsi who are in the hospital there and 
does much to comfort their relatives who feel 
that they must remain near their sick ones. 
She also keeps up what correspondence she can 
with individuals in the villages, and through 
her came the extracts previously noted, “ de- 
tained on account of being unable to find one 
who could translate them,” but quoting from 
her letter, “I have now found an English wo- 
man, educated in Russia, who for a small com- 
pensation would translate all future letters. 
After stating that the immigration agent had 
sent them some flour, she adds: “ I am prepar- 
ing an article for the German paper to be pub- 
lished to the Mennonites, calling attention to 
the Prince Albert colonists. I think they will 
help if they know their condition, they are fel- 
low co-religionists in many things. The people 
of San Francisco (my former home) are gather- 
ing supplies. It is intended to send a car load 
of dried fruit. One child died last week of the 
measles. This is the family who lives near 
the river. I did all I could for them but we 
could not save the child. I also spent some 
money for liniment for Simeon Bornecoff, who 
was hurt at his work on the railroad. That 
little fund you sent me has done great good in 
a small way many times.” 

Another correspondent near Good Spirit 
Lake and three villages of the Doukhobortsi 
has performed good service visiting among 
them, ministering to their necessities and writ- 
ing particularly about those most afflicted, and 
of the distribution of what had been placed at 
the disposal of herself and husband. A family 
residing in another section with several villages 
within the range of a few miles, was much be- 
loved because of their hospitality and free gift 
of milk to many a little Doukhobor that had 
come miles to get it. The members of that 
family have indeed been a blessing to the new 
settlers and are suitable parties to be entrusted 
with funds for relief in their visits to the vil- 
lages. 

Wm. F. McCreary, Commissioner of Immi- 
gration, writes under date of Second Month 
7th, 1900: “ You will readily understand there 
is considerable delay in obtaining correspon- 
dence. All goods, however, that have been 
forwarded have been immediately sent to the 
front and are distributed with the utmost dis- 
patch possible, and I may state that the goods 
that have been supplied have been the means 
of affording great relief.” A report forwarded 
through W. F. McCreary from the agent at 
Yorkton, states that “the women of Toronto 
and Montreal had sent fifteen pieces of heavy 
flannel and eighty-eight yards of Duffie. Three 
bales arrived from England, comprising flan- 
nelette, tweed, men’s and women’s underwear 
and hosiery for both, all new goods and of the 
finest quality. I propose the widows and or- 














= 





























Baise @t@aae® oer 






vi 



























PRSSreakh FRB SP & 


~ 
oe 










































QER Fa Fae ee T SS 














ybe 






























































260 


THE FRIEND. 


Third Mo. 3, 1900 


enn nnn nena area eee eer 





phans in these villages will get the first share 
of them.” 

A letter received from Arthur St. John 
under date of Second Month 17th, says, “that 
the people in the villages, judging from a little 
he has seen in the Yorkton District (he having 
been on railway work most of the winter) are 
doing fairly well. They have at present bread 
and a few potatoes and perhaps a little barley 
left and some oil, which (the oil) is very good 
and much liked.” 

This was cotton seed oil sent out as a substi- 
tute for butter, first suggested by Peter Jan- 
son, who told us that it was used in Russia as 
an article of food. 

A. St. J. also writes that a letter received 
from Prince Hillkoff states his intention to 
settle in Canada. 

Information received to-day by telegraph is 
to the import that provisions and wool have 
been purchased to the amount of two thousand 
dollars, and that the stricken district of Sas- 
katchewan is being relieved. 

JOSEPH §. ELKINTON. 
PHILADELPHIA, Second Month 24th, 1900. 


Drink is England’s Industrial Rival. 


The question arises, Why is America secur- 
ing orders that should remain in this country? 
To this a remarkable answer has just been 
given, and so backed up by facts that no one 
can deny its truth. 

In brief, the explanation is that American 
workers are the most formidable rivals because 
they spend their money on nourishing them- 
selves and making themselves efficient work- 
men, while English workers spend far more of 
their wages on drink than they can afford, and 
not only more than they can afford, but more 
than is good for them. Thus they become in- 
efficient. And the battle is to the strong. 

This answer is made in a book just issued 
called “The Temperance Problem and Social 
Reform” (Hodder & Stoughton), which prom- 
ises to be the classic on that great question. 
The matter is just now of double importance, 
first in connection with industrial competition 
and second, in reference to the recently pub- 
lished report of the Licensing Commission. 

The enormous difference between the con- 
sumption of drink in England and the United 
States is shown by one general statement. The 
consumption of absolute alcohol per head in 
the United States “is not much more than one- 
half (fifty-seven per cent.) of the consumption 
per head in the United Kingdom.” 





If England could reduce the national con- 
sumption of alcoholic liquors to the measure of 
the American consumption per head, her drink 
bill would at once be reduced by more than 
£57,000,000. This sum is equal to more than 
one-half of the national revenue, and would be 
sufficient to provide £26,000,000 for old age 
pensioners and also secure the entire extinc- 
tion of the national debt in less than twenty- 


two years. 


Benjamin Kidd says the competing nations of 
to-day have “little advantage one over the 
“The question of efficiency—mental 
and physical”—therefore, say the writers of 
this book, “has become one of paramount im- 


other.” 


portance.” The writers give a series of most 


wonderful figures, showing exactly what Eng- 


lish workers do spend on drink. 
Their drink bill for 1898 was £154,480,934. 













But as there 


The yearly average, then, 


Out of 9,613 se- 


167 actually spent over fifteen shillings a week. 


—Correspondence to New York Commercial. 





Father, help thy little child; 
Make me truthful, good, and mild, 
Kind, obedient, modest, meek, 
Mindful of the words I speak. 
What is right may I pursue, 

What is wrong refuse to do, 
What is evil seek to shun; 

This I ask through Christ thy Son. 








THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. 


In —- the world was made by God’s creative 
and; 
In Exodus the Hebrews marched to gain the Prom- 
ised Land; 
Leviticus contains the law, holy and just and good. 
Numbers records the tribes enrolled—all sons of 
Abraham’s blood. 
Moses, in Deuteronomy, records God's mighty deeds. 
_ J — into Canaan’s land the host of Israel 
eads. 
In Judges their rebellion oft provokes the Lord to 
smite, 
But Ruth records the faith of one well pleasing 
in his sight. 
In First and Second Samuel of Jesse’s son we read. 
Ten Tribes in First and Second Kings revolted from 
his seed, 
The first and Second Chronicles, see Judah captive 
made; 
But Ezra leads a remnant back by princely Cyrus’ aid. 
The city walls of Zion Nehemiah builds again 
While Esther saves her people from the plots of 
wicked men. 
In Job we read how faith will live beneath afflic- 
tion’s rod, 
And David’s Psalms are precious songs to every child 
of God. 
The Proverbs like a goodly string of choicest pearls 
appear. 
eer gy teaches man how vain are all things 
ere. 
The — song of Solomon exalts sweet Sharon’s 
OSe; 
Whilst Christ the Saviour and the King the “ rapt 
Isaiah” shows. 
The warning Jeremiah—Apostate Israel scorns; 
His plaintive Lamentations their awful downfall 
mourns, 
Ezekiel tells in wondrous words of dazzling mys- 
teries; 
While Kings and Empires yet to come, Daniel in 
vision sees. 
Of judgment and of mercy, Hosea loves to tell: 
Joel described the blessed days when God with man 
shall dwell. 
Among Tekoa’s herdsmen, Amos received his call; 
While Obadiah prophecies of Edom’s final fall. 
J a a wondrous type of Christ our risen 
r 


With a population of 40,000,000 this represents ' Micah pronounces Judah lost—lost, but again re 
an average per head of three pounds sixteen | 
shillings ten and one-half pence. 
are at least 17,000,000 people who do not drink, | 
the bill must be divided among the 23,000,000 | 
people who do. 
comes to six pounds, thirteen shillings eleven 
pence per person. As the working classes | Haggai wrote to those who saw the temple built 
represent seventy-five per cent. of the popula- 
tion, it is reckoned that they spend £100,000,- 
000 of the £154,480,934 spent a year on drink. 
In 1898, therefore, the average working class 
family expended sixteen pounds thirteen shil- 
lings fourpence a year on drink, which makes 
six shillings five pence a week. This is far be- 
low the maximum of some. 
lected men 1,549 admitted that they spent 
from five shillings to ten shillings, 535 spent 
ten shillings and under fifteen shillings, and 


stored. 

Nahum declares on Nineveh just judgment shall be 
poured, 

A view of Chaldea’s coming doom Habakkuk’s vig- 
ions give; 

Next Zephaniah warns the Jews to turn, repent, 
and live. 


again, 

And Zechariah prophesied of Christ’s triumphant 
reign, 

Malachi was the last who touched the high pro 
phetic chord; 

Its final notes sublimely show the coming of the 
Lord. 


Saints Matthew, Mark and Luke and John, the Holy 
Gospel wrote, 

Describing how the Saviour died—his life and how 
He taught. 

The Acts show God’s Apostles owned with signs in 
every place. 

St. Paul, in Romans, teaches us how man is saved 
by grace. 

The Apostle, in Corinthians,-instructs, exhorts, re 
proves, 

— show that faith in Christ alone the Father 
oves, 

Ephesians and Philippians tell what Christians 
ought to be. 

Colossians bids us live to God and for eternity. 

In Thessalonians we are taught the Lord will come 
from Heaven. 

In Timothy and Titus a bishop’s rule is given. 

Philemon marks a Christian’s love, which only 
Christians know, 

Hebrews reveals the gospel prefigured by the law. 

James teaches without holiness faith is but vain 
and dead; 

St. Peter points the narrow way in which the saints 
are lead. 

John in his three Epistles on love delights to dwell. 

St. Jude gives awful warning of judgment, wrath 
and hell. 

The Revelation prophesies of that tremendous day, 

When Christ—and Christ alone shall be the trem- 
bling sinner’s stay. 

M. R., in Minnesota Missionary. 


net ae 


For “THE FRIEND.” 

Second Month 17th, 1900.—The “ Word of 
God” is not the Scriptures ; it is Jesus Christ 
his Son. 

The Scriptures are his letter, dictated by 
Him to his servants, the Prophets, who wrote 
them at his command. They contain much 
that He would have us to know, concerning 
ourselves in our relation to Him, and as far as 
they go, they represent the Truth, viz: Jesus 
Christ,—that is to say, the Scriptures were 
not before Christ ; but He was before the 
Scriptures ; and his power is over them, and 
through them, and beyondthem. And in order 
to understand them it requires Him that hath 
the key of David to open them to us. 

For the revelation of God is secure, having 
this seal, that there is no manifestation with- 
out a preparation of heart to receive it. The 
preparation of the heart in man is from the 
Lord, and this brings us back to our starting- 
place, viz: The Letter is written, but it requires 
an interpreter, even the Spirit of Truth. He 
alone who has the key can open the seal, 
it is done by reminding us in what portion of 
the Scriptures the instruction that applies to 
our condition at the time, is set forth. 

In order to know it, we must seek it (a8 
Mary did). 

If we read the Scriptures omnivorously oF 
from the power of our intellect, we get 
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Great sacrifices are seldom required. Every 
temptation that is resisted is a sacrifice and 
we feel a measure of the same satisfaction in 
attending to small duties, when they are re- 
quired, as we do in fulfilling greater ones; I 
know how natural it is to procrastinate while 
in health, and even when deprived of it, as long 
as a faint gleam of hope flatters us with the 
idea of recovery; but when there is a prospect 
of sudden dissolution, the question arises, is 
our peace made between God and our souls? 
And then would we give all we possess on 
earth for this assurance. It is dangerous to 
put off the work of the whole life to the un- 
certain and awful crisis of a sick bed; for if 
our life is not taken suddenly, our reason may 
be. A peaceful mind in sickness is worth every 
sacrifice we can make, and as far exceeds 
every other joy, as remorse of conscience ex- 
ceeds every other sorrow.” 

The following is taken from a letter to her 
brother and sisters, Fifth Month 25th, 1835, a 
little over three years prior to her decease: 

“Dear Brother and Sisters.—I am very ill, 
and know not how, or when it will terminate, 
but each day I have turns, in which my distress 
often seems too great for nature to survive; 
and if I should go in one of them, it would not 
be strange. I hope your minds are prepared 
for the event, and I should sometimes send 
for you, had I not so often been brought to the 
brink of the grave, and raised again, that I 
fear to give unnecessary alarm or trouble. I 
have felt as if I could give you all into the 
hands of our Heavenly Father, whose you are, 
and see you no more in this world, were it not 
for your feelings. I know it would afford you 
satisfaction to see me at, or near the close, 
and I have wished that you might be with me 
then; but the time is so uncertain, but I am 
able (enabled) to feel resigned to this uncer- 
tainty, if my dear dear Deborah (a closely at- 
tached cousin) may be with me. She has re- 
lieved you all from the immediate care and 
charge and from a very great deal of anxiety 
about me, when absent. You do not, you can- 
not know how much she has done for the relief 
of both my mind and body under my compli- 
cated afflictions, which, though painful to en- 
dure, I doubt not have been permitted for my 
good, for hers, and for yours, and for others 
also. But with all, mercy and Divine support 
has been mingled, for which let us return thanks 
to the Supreme Ruler of events. May He re- 
ward her, and every one of you, for your kind- 
ness to me, and finally bring us all home to him- 
self, in his everlasting kingdom. I am dis- 
tressed in body, but mostly quiet in mind, and 
firmly believe that if it pleases my Heavenly 
father to take me from you, it will be to ever- 
lasting rest to remain in his presence forever, 
which is far more desirable than life or health. 
My strength fails to write, or I would gladly 
say much, to beg you all to turn your whole 
hearts from this world to Christ, who is able 
and willing to receive every one who will ac- 
cept his offers of mercy and follow Him. Do not 
I entreat you, let earth, self nor the adversary 
deter you from resigning yourselves wholly to 
the Lord, and serving Him while you live. 

“Tn love, C. 8.” 


She quietly and peacefully expired on the 
twenty-seventh of Tenth Month, 1838, aged 
thirty-nine years. 





OHIO. 





the simplest. 


For “ THE FRIEND” 
WHEN WAR SHALL END. 
I thought, as I read all those pieces, 
Concerning the war in the land, 
Of the horror and bloodshed attending, 
And the risk of the men in command. 


I thought of the grief at the parting, 
From husband, or brother, or friend; 

And the long, weary days and nights, watching, 
And perhaps death comes at the end. 


But other thoughts, also, came to me, 
And stirred my soul into life; 

For we know within every one’s bosom 
There’s by nature a spirit of strife. 


If we cherish and foster that spirit 
It will surely spring into life, 

And fill our minds with forebodings 
With which our being is rife. 


’Tis men that make up the nations 
That people this beautiful earth; 

How much, then, are we each one responsible 
For war, devastation and dearth? 


Let us think of these things in our closet, 
At morning, at noon, or at night, 

And pray to “the Father in secret” 
To give us more, and more light. 


May we ask for his arm round about us, 
And be filled with the spirit of love; 
Then the nations, as well as the people, 
Will be as the meek, harmless dove. 
A. A. B. 





Qn Priestliness. 
Christianity, true and pure, is, as we believe, 


the highest manifestation of the religious facul- 
ty that the human race has yet witnessed. And 


because it is the highest it is in a certain sense 
It brings the spirit of man, by 
the mighty drawing power of the Crucified 
Saviour, into the presence of his Maker and 
his Judge. It sets up his one tribunal in the 
believer’s heart, and there, by condemnation, 
by the arrest of sentence, by most merciful 
forgiveness, it vindicates the law and makes 
it honorable; it transforms the life of man, it 
moulds and remodels conduct, it produces a 
real imitation of Christ; if it might but work 
unchecked it would transfigure and glorify the 
world, and would almost turn the wonderful 
prophetic pictures of Isaiah into reality. 

But just because Christianity is so high and 
so pure, the soul of man has ever and anon 
shrunk away from its penetrating glance. Like 
the children of Israel at the foot of Sinai, the 
second and third generation of Christians, and 
most of the succeeding generations in their 
turn, have looked around for some one to whom 
they could say, “Speak thou with us and we 
will hear; but let not God speak. with us lest 
we die.” When the worshipper is in this mood 
of mind then comes the priest’s opportunity. 
First a man here and there, then an order of 
men, then a mighty hierarchy arises which says 
only too eagerly, “ We will answer for your sins, 
we will tell you how to purge your consciences, 
we will be to you instead of God.” 

I would invite timid souls who are over-awed 
by the pretentions of the priest, whether An- 
glican, Greek, or Roman, to take a broad and 
far-reaching view of this question. It is easy, 
if one limits one’s scrutiny to one small and 
narrow issue, to bewilder one’s self as to the 
true intent and meaning of God’s revelation of 
himself in the face of Jesus Christ. The man 
who iw perpetually pondering the text, “Thou 





art Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
Church; may get into as dazed and helpless 
condition as the man who is always studying 
“unfulfilled prophecy,” and who dare 

save his seed lest the erld of the world should 
come before next year’s harvest. oe 

Whether we call the process developm 
or progressive revelation, or the education of 
the world, everyone who has not fallen into the 
gulf of pessimism believes that there has been 
through the ages some upward tendency of the 
human race; and he who believes in God be- 
lieves that this process has been made haud sine 
numine by the help of the Divine and Teaching 
Spirit. 

Ponder over the evidence of this process in 
the Hebrew Scripture. See how the conception 
of the spiritual nature of the Most High grows 
and strengthens, how the merely national God 
expands into the All-father, who says, “ Blessed 
be Egypt, my people, and Assyria, the work of 
my hands, and Israel, mine inheritance.” See 
how Israel is led up through all the cumbersome 
sacrifices of the law to the great discovery, 
“He hath showed thee, oh man, what is good, 
and what doth Jehovah require of thee but to 
do justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” And then ask thyself, “Is it 
likely that all this long and glorious upward 
progress from the material to the spiritual, from 
the ceremonial to the moral, from that which 
dazzles the senses to that which touches the 
heart and moulds the character, was meant to 
end in the genuflections and posturings, the 
dressings and undressings, the swinging of cen- 
sers and tinkling of bells, which make up the 
sacrifice of the mass?” Very beautiful some- 
times it may as a piece of religious opera, 
though perhaps the worship of the Virgin god- 
dessin the Parthenon of Athens would have more 
completely satisfied the artistic instinct. 

Far be it from us to deny that many do thus 
worship Him—reaching through the enwrap- 
pings of ceremony to the eternal and spiritual 
substance,—but we say that our spirits are not 
helped but hindered by all the posturings of the 
priest. We do not believe all this religious 
pageantry to be in accordance with the mind of 
Christ, and we are determined to stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. 
—Thomas Hodgkin. 

_,, For “THE FRIEND.” 
Our Position. 

The Holy Spirit is our Bond of Union, and 
the Holy Scriptures are our articles. 

Christ once in the flesh and always in Spirit, 
are fundamentals with us. We require no sub- 
scription to articles of human invention. 

As to differences of opinion amongst us, 
whilst professors of the same faith differ in 
years and opportunity, in education and associ- 
ates, in faithfulness or unfaithfulness to their 
principles, there must be different opinions 
and practices. When the believers in the 
primitive age of Christianity grew numerous, 
it was the case amongst them and in all socie- 
ties ever since. 

What we assert is that the one Holy Spirit 
leads all that faithfully follow it into sameness 
of doctrine and unity of love; and that all 
who profess to be followers of Christ, ought 
to be led by his Spirit ; but that all, either of 
our own Society, or any other are so led, we 
are far from asserting or believing. 
FRIENDS’ LIBRARY. 
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Doing Without Things. a is satinhyans case upon the veumaant oe 
1. When it is Right and Noble.—When it in- magistra es cou 8, occurring soon a r b e law 
volves self-denial for the sake of others, as| jt posses, in which the presenter, 2 pelitemen, 


’ testified on behalf of his son that the lad was 
when the mother refuses to take her just share | “ Nearly crazy from the use of cigarettes, and was 


that she may give more to her children; as| unable to study, or to do anything at all after 
when the father gives up something he desires | smoking them.” Teachers of public schools, and 
and really needs, that he may do more for wife | mothers in large numbers, have asked for relief. 
and children; as when any person denies him- aaa and oe — < a cy Ps to _—_ 
: : indulgence in the weed, occurring, the community 
if some cored object tat be may give tho] tien me Warde ane a et 
; » of this nelle dolar Gtthest te immunity of its pursuit is still a fact. The boys 
There is much 0 g implicated will not, of their own motion, tell of 
be found among the people. It does not ad-| whom the purchases were made, while the teachers 
vertise itself—it is meek and unobtrusive, but | and mothers shun the publicity of a prosecution. 
it abounds. Noble women, noble men, noble | Yet there is plenty of ocular evidence, upon the 
boys and noble girls are to be found in perhaps | streets, as to the law’s transgression; there can be 
every community whose nobility may not be | no great difficulty on the part of the executive au- 
strongly marked in any other way than this— oe 7 Se aa _ hence we appeal to 
that they are voluntarily and cheerfully doing | "® ™#Y°r % See that this Is done. 
without things they would like to have and The same support of law, and fulfillment of the 
could get, in order that they may serve some- 


quoted pledge may still more be asked for in the 
body else. Noble souls! God knows them and matter of licensed theatres. The testimony, not of 
will never forget them. 


opponents of the play-house, but of its advocates 
2. When it is Wrong and Mean.—When it 


and upholders, goes to show, that a large number 
of the performances in this, as in other cities gen- 
is caused by the love of money for the sake of | erally, are low, scandalous, and in palpable viola- 
money, as when a farmer or any other work- tion of the law. “Never before,” to quote The 
man because he loves monev too well does | Dial, “have we had so large a proportion of trivial, 
without needed tools which he has the money | °™Pty = —_ a cnans = — 
ne : . : ments offered our public. Decency has never 
ore — ae = add ao efficiency fore been defiled, in so wanton and cruel a fashion.” 
and which it would really pay to buy. — “ “The present state of the English and American 
When it is caused by a lack of faith in God, | drama,” says the Chicago Tribune, “ may well pro- 
as when a man or a woman refuses to buy what | voke the question, whether dramatic literature has 
is needed for the present, lest he or she may | not reached that condition of degeneracy which 
come to want in the future. call for the interposition of a public censor to save 
There is much of this ignoble doing without | the theatre-goers from being inundated by an ocean 
among the people also. Miserly men, miserly 
women, embryo misers among the boys and 
girls, are to be found almost everywhere. 


of shame. . . . . . No manager should be 
allowed to produce plays the motive of which is in- 
Mean souls, burrowing in the earth of sordid 
worldly good.— Ex. 


William Evans having gone to Ohio in the in- 
terests of the Doukhobors, has given descriptions 
of what he observed among them to companies 
gathered in Barnesville School, Salem, and the 
neighborhood of Harrisville and Colerain, and prob- 
ably other places also. 




















The British Friend notes the recently published 
statistics of the membership in American (“ Ortho- 
dox ”) Yearly Meetings for 1899, as follows: 

They show “a membership of 93,253, as against 
93,699 in 1898, a net loss of 446. This loss is 
greatest in Iowa, where it is 409. Ohio shows the 
largest gain, 264. A loss of membership naturally 
gives rise to some thought, and this is not set at 
rest when it is found that the main source of the 
loss is to be found in disownment and erasure of 
names, which amount to over 2,300 in the Yearly 
Meetings collectively. To a certain extent, as we 
believe in Iowa, this may be due to the adoption of 
stricter rules and a ‘weeding-out’ process. But 
whatever allowance we may make on this head, it 
still appears that, as The American Friend says, 
many must have been ‘hurried into membership 
during a wave of revival enthusiasm, and, when the 
tide settled back, they proved to be only like drift- 
wood.’ Here again there may bea valuable caution 
for ourselves. The article we have just quoted 
goes on: ‘ Our own feeling is that the serious short- 
coming is inability in the work of shepherding the 
flock. What should we say to a school or college 
which had to expel such a proportion of its students 
as this? . . What is the function of a church, 
if not to edify and spiritualize its members? It 
cannot be a mission to receive recruits at one door, 
and turn them out as imperfect, or failures, at the 
otherdoor. . . This problem demands our pro- 
found attention and study for the future.’” 


Notes from Others. 


Father Zurcher, a Buffalo priest, who for some 
time since attacked certain monks who make and 
sell beer, and also priests who ask money for masses 
for particular souls in purgatory on All Saints Day, 

































































































describably vile, and the purpose of which is to 
pander to depraved tastes, by the display of inde- 
cency, in language, scene and action.” But just 
such vileness was given publicity, in a Philadelphia 
theatre, the license of which was three years ago 
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° MINISTRY BRIEF AND LIVELY.—Indeed, I can | revoked—quickly to be restored, upon promise of | has been suspended for “ notorious disobedience ” 
1us say from my heart, I have a very friendly feel- | amendment, a promise that was almost immedi-| in not making satisfactory apologies for his utter- 
. ; Meer J hehe 
Ap- ing for a brief and lively ministry; and in this | diately violated, the posters of the place (many of | ances. 
ual view of the subject, no one has any occasion to | Which have been appealed against for their inde- oman 
10 plead the lack of eloquence and the stammer- | °&2¢y), glaringly advertising the vice to be pre-} A church in Detroit, Michigan, having suffered 
: ‘ ver sented. The testimony for the license revocation, | serious rupture by receiving into membership num- 
she ing tongue; for it is not so much the words, ‘all tioned as “th * aetleatiie 4 , ; ee od 
Dus how good or how many, but how lively; feed-| SP0C'#,7, Mentioned as the most. noticeab’e ‘ca | bers without sufficient regard to their unity with 
f tow the be ‘th the true b d, nd not} ue of the place, next to the performance,” “ the | its special doctrines, is reorganizing under wisdom 
o . e on . r e true = = _ presence of a large number of boys, of all ages, | bought by experience. It is said that the protest- 
bee: with pictures and descriptions and dry doc-| in the galleries. ; ing members “intend this time to be in no haste 
ee, trines; nay, 18 It not true, that even a word} Now, will not the Mayor, under his pledge to | to add to their numbers; preferring a few who are 
~ — is like “ apples of gold in pictures | guard “ — ae of the agree a — fully in accord with their principles rather than a 
” of silver ? care,” endeavor, in the exercise of his prerogative | multitude who thoughtlessly give in their adherence 
The rehearsal of a text, with right authority, of license revocation, to help safeguard the moral | without knowing what they do.” 
ind may have the effect to gather an assembly | interests of these young people, as well as those 
unto Christ, the invisible Teacher, to settle a who are found in the same perilous The Presbyterian Presbytery of New York, de- 
rit, them upon Him, and upon his teachings, which | *"y,.) . cided by a vote of seventy-seven to thirty-nine not 
ub. isall any minister should desire.—James Binlen. | o¢ whatever name, that if they would protect theiy | ‘© tty Dr. MeGiffert on the charges of heresy tabled 
MAKE f ; membership from those things that defile (whereby by Dr. = Seen pecg hy Presb te - oa: the = 
us, 7 ea the name of God is blasphemed, and his grace set | based on Twelfth Month had d a. oe st ¢ 
> in A Protest. Co ing Cigarett d Theat at naught), they need faithfully—more so perhaps metas te 8 te ‘is ute tes hine The 
ci- TOves neerning igarettes an Catres. | than in the recent past—to use the language of - Pr a ’ "4 then oi 4 : . ys rs 
: The following letter to the mayor of Phila-| warning and restraint, lest the lambs of the flock | *#¢ Presbytery deemed sufficient, and hence the 
elr : : g te not to go on with the trial 
one delphia and the churches therein has been | go altogether astray. VOuO Bes WO Ge ' 
the prepared by a committee of the Social Purity ‘ ‘ The hired-man theory of the ministry has done, 
Alliance, and is offered by a Friend active in Items Concerning the Society fn anit Malena Goal tel 
Us, Sea a ; . and is still doing, injury to the church. It is neither 
cie- its preparation, as in harmony with expressed Henry T. Outland having a minute from Rich | Scriptural nor Christian. It fosters and promotes 
concerns of our Meeting for Sufferings on the | square Monthly and Eastern Quarterly Meeting, | commercialism in both pulpit and pew. It tends to 
irit matters treated of : North Carolina, attended Burlington Quarterly | destroy spirituality. It robs pastor and people of 
ess There was a law enacted by the Legislature of | Meeting on the 27th and meetings in Rancocas and | the sweetest and most enduring a era and ac- 
all Pennsylvania in 1899, which provided that “if any | Columbus since. tivities. It destroys that fine and noble sentiment, 
person or persons shall sell cigarettes to any per- that high respect, that generous support, that 
su son or persons under the age of sixteen years,heor| Information is received that Eliza H. Varney, of kindly sympathy and endurance, _ that a 
2 . she so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, | Canada, who on her return from the Doukhobor | Significance which belong to a right conception an 


and upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to embodiment of a Bible pastorate.— Presbyterian. 
pay a fine of not more than three hundred dollars.” 


Has any one known of this law being enforced! 


settlements obtained a minute for further religious 
service in California, is now in that country in the 


prosecution of it. An American, so the story goes, was once ques- 
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tioning a Chinaman as to the reason for many of 
their customs, which seem absurd to us. At length, 
after long endurance, the Chinaman replied: “And 
now, my dear sir, I would like to ask you a question 
that has puzzled me greatly. Will you kindly tell 
me why Americans and Europeans wear two use- 
less buttons on the back of their coats?” Unable 
to answer, the American raised the question at 
home. Investigators set to work—and what do you 
think they discovered? Long ago when every gen- 
tleman wore a sword and had to hang it from a 
belt, these two buttons held the belt to the coat. 
Years past, men became more civilized and left the 
sword to soldiers’ use, the belt went out of fashion 
(for men are as particular about fashion as women 
are), but the two buttons were left to this very 
day.—Presbyterian. 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep StaTEs—A second conference of the House Re- 
publicans upon the Puerto Rican Tariff bill was held in 
Washington on the night of the Twenty-sixth of Second 
Month, and resulted in an agreement to modify the meas- 
ure so that the duty should be 15 per cent. of the present 
tariff rates, and that the operation of the bill should be 
limited to two years. Moreover, a declaration is to be at- 
tached to the bill that it is a relief measure intended only 
to meet the present emergency. 

Upon representations of the Spanish Government to the 
effect that some of the islands south of the Philippine 
archipelago, which had been taken possession of by United 
States gun-boats, were really the property of Spain, the 
authorities of the State Department have examined the 
charts and concluded to direct the withdrawal of our claims 
to the islands of Caygayen, Sulu and Cibutu, both of which 
lie without the boundary lines laid down by the treaty of 
Paris. 

While five years ago the cotton mills in the South con- 
sumed but 720,000 bales of cotton, their consumption 
amounts now to nearly 1,500,000 bales in the 550 mills, 
with 4,952,092 spindles and 104,446 looms. The number 
of mills has increased 206, that of spindles and looms 640 
per cent. 

Assistant Secretary Allen, of the Navy Department, re- 
ceived a report on the 15th ult., from Commander B. F. 
Tilley, commanding the United States steamship Aberanda, 
showing the prosperous and advanced moral conditions of 
the inhabitants of Tutuila and Manua, two of the islands 
of the Samoan group recently acquired by the United States 
by treaty arrangement with Great Britain and Germany. 
The report is dated at Pago Pago, Samoa, First Month 
7th, 1900, and says: “So far as I can learn, every inhabi- 
tant of Tutuila is delighted at the prospect of the United 
States assuming the government of theisland. I am also 
informed that this prospect is also pleasing to the inhabi- 
tants of Manua. Everything is perfectly quiet and orderly 
in this island, and, so far asI can learn, in all the islands. 
A large number of natives are to-day holding religious meet- 
ings at Pago Pago, for the purpose of raising funds to es- 
tablish a school for native girls, near Leone, Tutuila. 
Rev. E. Cooper, who is in charge of the work of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society in the islands of Tutuila and 
Manua, informed me to-day that over $7000 had already 
been contributed for this purpose by the natives of these 
two islands. This is more than $1 per capita for the en- 
tire population, and is an indication of the interest which 
the natives take in religious matters. Mr. Cooper assures 
me that the natives of Manua are of most excellent char- 
acter and all Christians. The health of the entire ship's 
company is excellent.” 

The a Heer Indrani returned to Brooklyn on Second 
Month 20th from Baltimore, where she had gone to load 
a couple of thousand tons of steel rails. Here she will 
finish an immense cargo for Singapore, Shanghai, Kobe, 
Yokohama and Vladivostock. It consists largely of iron 
manufactures, nails, bolts,machinery, parts of machinery, 
boilers and pumps. There is also a large quantity of flan- 
nels and domestics and fifteen tons of Florida water. 
Kobe takes 3400 tons of bridge girders and 2300 tons of 
the same manufactures go to Yokohama. __ 

The steamer Coptic brought to a local smelting company 
in California 1840 sacks of ore concentrates from the 
mines of an American syndicate in Korea, and is the sec- 
ond similar consignment within a few months. 

Southern California shipped last year 875 carloads of 
dried fruits and raisina, worth $1,640,000. 

State Entomologist Scott, of Georgia, who returned 
from the southern part of the State after a careful ex- 
amination of the orchards in that section, has given out 
the statement that the freezing weather of the past week 
has had the effect of checking the unnatural advance of 
the fruit trees caused by the recent warm weather, and 





the prospects now are that the crop will be the largest in 
recent years. 

At a dinner at a New York club, on the 25th ult., to 
Raoul Pictet, the Swiss scientist, oxygen was produced 
from air by a secret process used for the first time in this 
country. For the experiment a simple apparatus consist- 
ing mainly of copper tubes was used. Air was taken in 
at one end and at the other oxygen was shown by the pro- 
duction of a calcium light from the ignition of ‘the gas. 
Liquid air was employed in the process. Raoul Pictet as- 
serts that with five hundred horse power plant he can pro- 
duce daily 500,000 cubic feet of oxygen, 1,000,000 cubic 
feet of nitrogen and 1000 cubic feet of carbonic acid gas. 
The last named product will, it is said, pay for the cost 
of the entire production, and the oxygen and nitrogen will 
represent the net profits. As two thousand cubic feet of 
oxygen is estimated to be equal in heating power to a ton 
of coal the process is considered to be of great value from 
a commercial standpoint. 

There were 445 deaths in this city last week, reported 
to the Board of Health. This is 58 less than the previous 
week and 194 less than the corresponding week of 1899. 
Of the foregoing 233 were males and 212 females: 71 
died of pnuemonia ; 42 of consumption ; 38 of heart dis- 
eases; 19 of diphtheria ; 18 of old age ; 18 of inanition ; 
15 of typhoid fever; 15 of convulsions; 14 of inflamma- 
tion of the stomach and bowels ; 13 of apoplexy; 13 of 
inflammation of the brain; 12 of measles; 12 of marasmus; 
11 of cancer, and 9 of bronchitis. 

Markets, &c.—U. S. 2's, 103; 3’s, 1094 a 110; 4’s 
1152 a 1164; new 4’s, 1343 a 1354; 5’s, 1133 a 115. 

CoTToN was in fair demand and firm at an advance of 
éc. per pound, closing on a basis of 9 7-16c. for middling 
uplands. 

FLour.—Winter, super., $2.30 a $2.50; Pennsylvania 
roller, straight, $3.30 a $3.45 ; Western winter, straight, 
$3.45 a $3.60 ; spring, straight, $3.35 a $3.65 ; city mills, 
straight, $3.35 a $3.50. Rye Four, $3.15 a $3.40 per 
barrel as to quality. 

GraIn.— No. 2 red wheat, 714 a 724c. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 392 a 40c. 
No. 2 white oats, clipped, 314 a 31%c. 

BEEF CATTLE.—Extra, 54 a 58c.; good, 54 a 58; medium, 
5 a 54; common, 4% a 4Jc. 

SHEEP AND LamBs.—Extra, 53 a 6}c.; good, 5 a 5&c.; 
medium, 43 a 4$c.; common, 3 a 4c.; lambs, 54 a The. 

Hocs.—6§ a 7ic. for Western, according to quality. 

ForeIGN. —The British forces under Lords Kitchener 
and Roberts, are pressing Cronje’s army closely in the 
Free State fight, and despatches indicate that the Boer’s 
situation is hopeless. Lord Roberts refused to grant 
Cronje an armistice of twenty-four hours, and the latter, 
after refusing to surrender, said he would fight to the 
death; but his men are said to be anxious to surrender, 
and the Boers are reported to be at the mercy of the 
British forces. From later advices we learn that General 
Cronje surrendered unconditionally to Lord Roberts at 
day-break, on the morning of Second Month 27th. 

General Buller continues his advance through Natal 
Colony towards Ladysmith, the Boers fiercely contesting 
his movements. His casualties include many officers and 
men since Second Month 20th. 

British possessions in Africa imported from the United 
States in Twelfth Month $287,801 more merchandise than 
in 1898, an increase of 20 per cent. For the full calen- 
dar year the increase was $1,662,448, or 12 per cent. 

,The ages of four generations of the British royal family 
in the direct line of succession are : Queen, 80; Prince 
of Wales, 57; Duke of York, 34; Prince Edward of 
York, 5. 

Estimates of De Witte, Russian Finance Minister, in- 
dicate that the amount of gold in Russia’s interior circu- 
lation at the close of 1899 was $319,700,000, against 
$222,500,000 at the close of 1898. 

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the Daily Tele- 
graph says: 

“General Krapotkin, Russian Minister for War, who is 
a strong Boer sympathizer, is responsible for all the re- 
cent movements of Russian troops in the Kushk district. 
He obtained the approval of the Military Council for a 
plan to seize Herat, and he thereupon submitted it to the 
Czar, suggesting that it would be a good time, while 
England’s hands were tied in South Africa, to execute 
the plan, which he said could be done without a hitch. 

“To his surprise the Czar declined to give any counten- 
ance to any movement in favor of utilizing Great Britain’s 
difficulties. His Majesty said: ‘It is my intention to 
maintain the strictest neutrality throughout the war, 
notwithstanding the display of popular sympathies to- 
ward the Boers.’ 

“This is tantamount to a victory for the Russian For- 
eign Office. Count Muravieff was strongly opposed to 
the scheme of General Krapotkin, whose position is re- 
garded as considerably shaken.” 
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The Native Commissioner at Sebungwe, Africa, reports 
that the white rhinoceros is still to be seen on the veldt 
in the districts between the Sanyati and Zambesi rivers, 
It was generally thought that this gigantic animal was 
extinct. 

The Orient furnishes us with melons, cucumbers and 
onions. Egg plants and tomatoes were discovered in 
Peru. Quinces, pears, currants and large white grapes 
in Europe, while the most common of our vegetables— 
celery, lettuce, cabbage and spinach—were transplanted 
from the shores of the Mediterranean. 

Cherrapunji, in Assam, northeast of Calcutta, has the 
reputation, says the Scentific American Supplement, of 
being the wettest place on earth, the average annual 
rainfall being 498.15 inches, while it has the record of 
one month in which 147.17 inches fell. The first half of 
the past year beat all previous records, 267.84 inches of 
rain having fallen between the First Month and the mid- 
dle of Sixth Month, five months and a half, while 73.79 
inches, over six feet of water fell in a single week. 

Details of the eruption of the Colima volcano, on the 
Pacific coast of Mexico, recently reported by telegraph 
from Guadalajara, Mex., have been received by W. J. 
Arkell, of New York City. An immense river of lava 
ran over the side of the volcano and threatened to over- 
whelm three Indian villages near its base. The Indiang 
fled to the Santa Ana mine, in the centre of Colima’s cop- 
per region, and sought safety by hiding in the mine, leaving 
their women and children to shift for themselves. A 
company of Mexican troops drove the Indians from the 
mine and sent them back to their homes to protect their 
families. Much woodland property was destroyed. 

An American syndicate, with a capital of $10,000,000, 
will immediately begin the construction of a great steel 
plant in the City of Mexico. An abundance of high 
grade iron ore and coal are within easy shipping distance, 
The plant will make a specialty of manufacturing steel 
rails and will be the first industry of the kind to be es- 
tablished in Mexico. It will give employment to about 
4000 men. 

The census which has just been taken by the United 
States authorities places the population of Cuba at 1,- 
200,000, against 1,631,687 in 1897, and about 2,000,- 
000 in 1895. In four years Cuba lost nearly 800,000, 
men, women and children. 

A despatch from Victoria, B. C., says: With flags at 
half mast the city mourns the loss of 40 per cent. of her 
volunteers in the first South African contingent. 

What are known as cirrus clouds are among the high- 
est in the heavens, and are from six to eight miles above 
the earth. Incredible as it may seem, they are composed 
of frozen moisture. 


NOTICES. 
The Concluding meeting of Friends’ Institute Lyceum 
will be postponed until Seventh-day, Third Month 10th. 
J. HENRY BARTLETT. 


WEsTTOWN BoaRDING ScHOOL.—The spring term will 
begin Second-day, Third Month 12th, 1900. 
WILLIAM F. WICKERSHAM, 
Principal, 


Public Meeting, Lansdowne, Pa, 


A meeting for worship is appointed by authority of 
Chester Monthly Meeting, Pa., to be held in the meeting- 
house at Lansdowne, Pa., Fifth-day evening, the 15th 
inst., at eight o'clock. 








WANTED—by the Indian Committee, a young man to 
assist the Superintendent at Tunesassa, N. Y., in the work 
of the farm and care of the boys out of school—to enter 
on his duties Fourth Month lst, or earlier. 

Apply to 
JosiAH Wistar, Salem, N. J. 
Joun G. HAINES, Malvern, Pa. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL.—I'or convenience of per- 
sons coming to Westtown School, the stage will meet 
trains leaving Philadelphia 7.17 and 8.19 a. M., and 2.50 
and 4.32 p.M. Other trains are met when requested. 
Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7.30 P. M., twenty-five 
cents each way. To reach the school by telegraph, wire 
Westtown Station or West Chester, Phone 85. 

EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 


Westtown BoarRDING ScHOooL.—Applications for the 
admission of pupils to the school, and letters in regard to 
instruction and discipline should be addressed to WILLIAM 
F. WICKERSHAM, Principal. 2 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and com- 
munications in regard to business should be forwarded to 
EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 
Address, Westtown P. 0., Chester Co., Pa. 
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